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A Study on the Actual Operation of

the Act on Reconstruction of Cities that Formerly Served as Naval Ports

by

Rika Yamamoto

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the 70-year history of the operation of the “Act on Reconstruction of
Cities that Formerly Served as Naval Ports (hereinafter ARCNP)”. the ARCNP was enacted in 1950 in order to
turn the former naval port cities, Yokosuka, Kure, Sasebo and Maizuru into peaceful cities under a “peaceful
nation”. The ARCNP gives preferential treatment to regional society in the disposal of former military property.
However, after the law was enacted, Japan’s rearmanent advanced, and naval bases continued to be located in
the four cities.

Under this situation, the ARCNP has continued to function until now, and has achieved a few results. From
40% to 70% of former military property in each city has changed into non-military facilities, for example parks,
schools, industrial facilities, and so on. Furthermore, the council for the ARCNP has been held almost once a
year for 70 years since 1950, in which a total of 1200 cases have been processed. Especially, the operation of the
ARCNP has been diversified from the end of 1970s. In addition to transfer, lending, change of use, and request
for return have been included in the legal operation.

In conclusion, this paper reveals that since the end of the 1970s, the operation results of the ARCNP have

been sluggish, but the operation itself has been maintained to a certain extent and diversified.
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